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In this case-control study, the authors studied the possible 
relationship between various environmental factors and the incidence 
of asthma among 3- and 4-year-old children. Cases were 457 children 
who had been diagnosed for the first time with asthma upon an 
emergency room visit. Controls were chosen from family allowance 
files and were matched with children on age and census tract. The 
childrens’ parents were interviewed by telephone, and a subsample 
of children was selected to wear a nitrogen dioxide monitoring 
badge for a 24 hour period. The authors reported that "after 
personal susceptibility factors were controlled for, the following 
were independent risk factors for asthma: the mother's heavy- 
smoking (odds ratio (OR) = 2.77, 95% confidence interval (Cl) 1.35- 
5.66). . ." However, the authors also reported that the presence 
of other smokers in the household was "not quite significant (OR = 
1.82, 95% Cl 0.98-3.38)." 
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